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iſt, „. Conmtutans, Chap. x. Verſe 3 


Now all theſe Things happen'd to them Ar Euſamples ; 
and they are —_ or our 3 Lak whom 
7 Ends 1 the World are come. 


Ob's Judgments are always the Effects of Sin; at 
pre his Providence ruleth over the Nations on 
Earth, Contempt of, or Diſobedience to his facred 
| Laws will draw them under ſome evident Inſtance 
a of his Divine Wrath. The Annals of all Kingdoms are full 
of remarkable Ads of his Juſtice, in the various Methods of 
*it's Execution, either by Sword, Famine, Plague, Changes of 
States, and Revolutions in Goverament, and repreſent to ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, both the Cauſes of their Diſorder, and Nature 
of their Puniſhments, as Warnings againſt the like Provoca- 
tions, and Examples of their lad Effects. 
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Thus St: Paul, in this ee to deter the Chriſtians of 
his Time from joining with the Gnaſticks, in the Heathen 

Idolatrous Feaſts, introduces his Caution with a Relation of 
Divine Jadgincnts inflicted on the yaeliter, for their Luſts, 
Murmurings, Ingratitude, and Diſobedience; tho' under the 
Advantages of God's Covenant and Promiſes, expoles their 
_ Guilt, and infers from the Evert; All theſe Things happened 
to them for Enfamples, and are written, or recorded, for the 
Admpnition of of ſuch as ſhould live under the Criſtian State. 


The e of publick Calamities, 7 the Death 
of extraordinary Perſons affen the —＋ / Community, 
were preſerved among them by Anniverſary Faſts; this return- 
ing Ackhowledgment of their Sins-and the Divine Dilpleaſure, 
retaining à more authentick Proof of the Truth of Facts, and 
fixing a more lively Impreſſion of Diſtreſs in the Mind, than 
the Erection of Statues, Monuments,and National Inſcriptions 
of the Events. l | 


* 
+ * 


1 Thus rats were eſtabliſh's fob the Death of Moſes and 
Foſhua, the unhappy End of Nadab and Abi hu, taken off 
by a ſpecial Vengeance ; the Loſs of ue Foſs ab, and the 
Murder of Gedaliah ; Precedents for t Appointment of this 
Day's Humiliation and Faſting by our-Legiſlature, for the Mar- 
tyrdom of King CHARLES: the Firſt, to ! a Senſe 
of the Guilt and Folly of the Times, which conſpired in 
ſo execrable *a Piece of Iniquity ; and to avert deaf Juds 
ments that Innocent Blood ſhed*might ( without Ak oes: 
of the Crime ) continue to lateſt Poſterity ty. A Day! wherein 
the Power of Darkneſs ſhewed its Malignity ; preceding Years, 
the moſt unnatural Diſcord and Confuſion ; t icceding Years® 
1 Luſt of _ Vſurpation and an ; which in Circumſtan- | 
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ces, among all the unhappy Examples of 11 Engliſh Monarchs, 
never had à Precedent, and may never have a. Copy. 


27 


In Imitation of the Apoſtle's Introduction of * Facts 
and Suftcrings, both for the Admonition and Inſtruction of ſuc- 
ceeding Generations, that a Proſpect ot their Evil Conſequen- 
ces may be a Guard againſt their Principles; The Order ot 
the Subject (where Truth and Sincerity cannot offend) leads 
to an Enquiry of the 1 N and Political Diſtempers in 
this Reign, which produced fo unnatural a Rebellion, and in- 
human Parricide ; that a Judgment may be formed, how much 
it is a National Concern lud Intereſt, to maintain that Reve- 
rence and Worſhip due to Almighty God, which are the Con- 
ditions. of his Protection; that Union and good Underſtand- 


ing between Prince'and Pcople pang a on a l Admi- | 
* and Drin Subjection, : 


The Diſtempers in Religion were . pop ry * 
Hypocriſie; the firſt corrupted Mens Morals, the ſecond in- 
flamed their Paſſions, and the laſt, thro the Advantage of 

Confuſion, by Artifice and Dilſimulation, overturn d the Con 
ſtitution, and deſtroy d the „ | 


Where the Divine Laws and Solemn Duties 8 TY 
by Influence and evil Cuſtom are brought into Contempt, 4 
Senſe of thoſe Obligations which are the Bonds of Peace, "as 
well as Righteouſneſs of Life, is immediately loſt : Alleg = 
ance withdrawn from the King of Heaven, inclines to all - 
ther Acts of Diſobedience ; for once the Paſſions are off their 
_ of the Fear of God, and Awe of his oyer-ruling Pow- 
er; Juſtice and Integrity are laid aſide, Duty deſerts its Sta- 
* and Licentiouſneſs leads into all unbecoming Liberties, 
that can diſhonour a moral Government, and diſturb the ſoci- 
15 State: It is but a juſt Judgment, that the All- wiſe Provi- 


dence, 


- £ ao 
dence, who poureth outhis-Indignation on the Nations which 
call not on his Name, ſhou'd ſuffer Mens Sins to be their own 
Executioners ; and the Irreverence they ſhew'd to his gracious 
Protection, become an Inſtument of Vengeance, in exerting 
their Impieties againſt each other. A baſe Degeneracy not 
only appear'd among the low and vulgar Herd, but even in 
the Examples of high Stations and Characters at Court: The 


Saboaths were publickly polluted ; the Violation of them de- 


fended by Power ; pure Religion generally hung looſe ; and 
if but an outward Conformity was kept up wy # eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and an immoderate Averſion for all diſlenting Opi- 
nions ; the ſincere Chriſtian Parts, true Devotion, Charity, 
Gentleneſs, Meeknels, and brotherly Love, might be ſacri- 
- ficed to every occaſional Vice and partial Intereſt. Such a 
Situation, from its own noiſom Fogs and infectious Vapours, 
cou'd not draw down a Divine Bleſſing, to make the Laws 

the Rule both of Government and Obedience; ſocial Offices 
will fail, where Chriſt's Precepts, their Foundation, are re- 
moved ; and Affection alienated from the Honour of the Cre- 
ator, and Submiſſion to his Divine Inſtitutions, have no Re- 
gard to any Principles, but What anſwer their Ambition, or 
Avarice, corrupted Views, and ſcandalous Luxury. 


Popery was the next Ox Incentive to the Nation's Diſ- 
order: The Marriage of the King grith a Popiſh Princeſs, tho' 
a Daughter of Henry the fourth of France, was an unfor- 
tunate Circumſtance, which not only allured vaſt Numbers 


of that Profeſſion into England; but even formed a Medley 


of the two Religions at Court, which receiv'd all the Indul- 
gence, that the Stations, or Safety of the Miniſtry wou'd al- 
low, or cou'd provoke a National Reſentment. Hence Jea- 
louſies were rais'd in the Breaſts of Proteſtants, ſenſible of the 
Temper of that Religion when triumphant, and of the de- 


fogted Attempt ot the Sun- powder Plot in the preceding 


Reign. The 
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The diſſaffected Papiſts in this Kingdom, at that Time ga- 


_ 


thering Strength and Inſolence under the general Diſtractichs, 
the Rebellion and Maſſacree ſoon following; all the Miſeries 
that attended thoſe dreadful Conjunctures were imputed to a 
ſecret Influence, and charged either on a Weakneſs or Trea- 


chery in the Adminiſtration. 


Doubtlefs, it was-a Popiſh Intention, not only to extirpate 
the Proteſtants in reland, but alſo to foment every Trouble 
to the King; that either loſt by the Rebellion, or falling into 
their Power, they might have the Queen at their Devotion, 
the Princeſs under their Tuition, and fo unite the Struggle of 
the Parties in both Nations, for reſtoring their former Govern- 
ment and Superſtition. . It this was not the View, yet great 
Lengths were run for ſuſpecting it; and tho' the King had 
more Virtue than all the Male Branches of his Family, was 
conſtant in the Proteſtant Principles, and firm to the Eſtab - 
liſh'd Church, which he ſhewed under all Tryals; yet cou'd 
He never extinguiſh the Calumnies of Hatred and Prejudice, 
which the third Diſtemper of the Nation, Hypocriſie, had 
raiſed againſt him, but by the entire Loſs of his Life, or Dig- 


nity. 
The Partilans of this Stamp were made up of all wild, 


looſe, and enthufiaftical Principles, affecting an Independency 
both on Church and State; Enemies to the Conſtitution, and 


. 
„ * . * 


Favourers of Anarchy; who ſtruck not only at Kingly Govern- 


ment, but at the Epiſcopal Order, and by a Cry of Refor- 
mation, from the ill Conduct of ſome principal Men in tl e 
Management of Affairs, took Occaſion to repreſent both, as 
inconſiſtent with the general Good of the People. The Faults 
of the Miniſtry, for which ſome of high Diſtinction aſterwards 
ſuffer d (and deſervedly, if criminal) were charg'd on the Kirg, 
the Miſtakes or Imprudencę ot a Bithop on the whole Ordeg, 
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the Malignity infuſed it ſelf into Numbers; the Poiſon ſpread 
into Arms and Inſurrections, and under Colour. of the Fear 
ot Popery, and Purity in Religion, their dark Schemes were 
purſued, till prepar d for an open Rup ture... 


Thus was the Nation convulſed in its religious Frame, from 
its own Impiety and Diſſolution of Manners: Thus, was the 
King from a fatal Alliance, that ever perplexed a Proteſtant 
Government, labouring between two great Difficulties, an En- 
deavour to ſupport his Dignity, and ſuppreſs Diſaffection: 
Thus, was the Church diſtreſs d with the Attacks of Papiſts, 
and Inſinuations of Hypocrites; till falling with Monarchy, 
was Eclipled under the Cloud of Uſurpation. | 


'The Political Diſtempers, were an Abuſe of Power in the 
Adminiſtration, and an Abuſe of Liberty in the People, the one 
ſtretching the Prerogative, the other Reſentment into Exceſs : 
The Safety of a Prince can never rightly ſubſiſt but in the 


Hearts of his People, nor the Welfare of the People but in 


the Legal Government of the Prince ; according to the Royal 
Martyr's own preſcribed Maxim, which ſhewed a Judgment 
contrary to his Miniſters Practice, that the King's Prerogative 
js to defend the Subjects Liberties, and the Subjects Liberties 


ſtrengthen the King's Prerogative; for as the End and Uſe ot 


Parliaments are to keep the whole Frame of the Conſtitution 
in a Narional Ballance, that the Parts united may compoſe the 
entire Legiſlature, conſulting and. providing for the common 


Good; fo any Acts depending on the Whole, and performed 


but by a Part, become lame and imperfe&, thro” a Separation 
of the Union; for by diſmembring the Body, in dividing the 
Har ds from the Head, Peace and Order cannot proceed; the 
Wat t of Conſent and Concurrence turning the Adminiſtration 
. out of its natural Channel, to ſwell over Bounds inconſiſtent 

with the Publick Safety and Happinels, * iy 
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In the Beginning of this Reign, when Parliaments were al- 
ſembhd the King was eaſie, and: the People ſatisſied; but wi 
for twelve Years Intermiſſion, thro the Will of the Miniſtry, 
this Branch of the Conſtitution was 1 many illegal 
Steps were taken, the Judges temporiz d, and Taxes were le- 
vell'd, which ſowr'd the Minds of all Subjects independent on 
the Court, alienated and diſtemper'd their Affections, gathering 
into that Bulk of ill Humouts, which converted Rage into 
RN” > PT" 26 FOO 
On the other Side, when the Neceſſity of Affairs oblig'd the 
Calling of a Parliament; the ſame Neceſſity, by a fatal Grant, 
aye up the Power of diſſolving it; the laſt Refuge of the 
own in-perilons Conflicts, till Paſſions are abated: Hence 
followed a Storm of Indignation, tht Royal Authority weak- 
end, Vengeance ſhowr'd on the Miniſtry; no moderate Con- 
ceſſions cou d appeaſe; no Limitations gratity, but ſuch as wou'd' 
change the ancient Form of Government, and convert its glo- 
rious Structure into a deſolate Ruin: The King and the Houle ot 
Lords were voted down; all Ravages committed, on the Laws 
and Religion, till the Uſurper had ſo pack'd his Party, an& 
modelFd the Army, as to bring his Purpoſes to bear, and reign 
the Nation by his Power; fought, conquer'd, captivated the 
King; and under a monſtrous, unprecedented Form of Juſtice, 


condemn'd, executed, and ſpill'd the innocent Blood of the 


Royal Sovereign: For this was not an Act of the Nation, 
which all: honeſt, ſober, and human Thoughts muſt deteſt and 
abhor ;-not an Act of the Commons, for they were fo alter'd, 
remov'd and expell'd, till they became like the prevailing Fac- 
tion of a Ship's Crew turned Pyrates, aſſuming the Command, 
and ſtill retaining their Characters, in the original Com̃mmiſſi- 
2 and Indentures, with an unmercitul Diſpoſition ànd lawleſe 
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| + *Pho"the Allatnrtion of Jaliur Caſar in the; Senate had 
ſome Pretence for Liberty, vet the Conſpirators did not pre- 
ſume to proceed on it by a Form of tho the, Engliſh 
' Government widely differ d from the Roman Republic 2 
verſe from Monarchy, wherein the Perſon of the King is made 
_kaiered by the Laws, inviolable by Religion; yet this Engliſh 
Brutus Mr his Adherents, with an untommon Boldneſs in Im- 
piety, form'd a mock Shew:of- Juſtice, enhanſing the Guilt, by 
an Addition of the Solemnity, a Fact as daring the 
Will of God, and Laws of the Land, as againſt the Honour of 
Eton Heads, and common Senſe and Resten of Mankind. 


| The Sum then of what have happen'd for Enfamples to us 
: this Day, is 4 virtuous: and good King, thro” the — of 
the Times, ſome ill - connected Circumſtances to his Station, 
evil Couneil and wrong Diſpenſation of his Miniſters, brought 
by — r x EE wan 2 * tragical 
: Deat . 8 | 


A Nation, theo' * Wine of overſſowring. 8 and 
r e Humours, divided againſt it ſelf, and by its Diviſi- 
ons, and unnatural Civil pag ng & Land of Confuſion and 


infamous Slaughter, WO, 


1 he atcient Form af Govemment and cſabliſh'd, Religion 
moved ; for twelve Years lying under a Powerful Darkneſs 


uf the Ulurper's Will and 'Fyranny ; the whole offer'd as 
Inſtances of Divine FE dircQing to Ts and 
theſe Aumonitions. 


- Fi ft, that it is not fullcient for the "MILD Ruler himfels 


to he religious, but that he alſo applies his Example and Au- 
thority, to ſpread the Worſhip of the true God as well thro” 


5 Court as over the whole * by Moderation, indulging 
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weak or Conſciences, to ſeme him according to 
their on Notions, in a peaceable 


| a — Laws, and 
a ſtrict Hand, Cupprefling Prataneneis and a Contempt of the 
Divine Authority, an a Ranks and Opinions; tor he that go- 
werns the World in Righteouſueſs, demands a Penfarmance of 
this Truſt and Fidelity from his Vice - gorents; ſince he can 
turn the negle@ted Obligation 40 their own Duſadvantage, aud 
make their Omiſſion their Puniſhment. 5 


It is Religion, iree from all corrnpt Views, that rhuft make 
Miniſters honeſt, ſincere in their Advice, and urcapable of ſorm— 
ing any Schemes prejudicial to the Credit of the Adminiſtrati- 

on, and Rights of the Nation. Without this faithful Guide, 
the Great Want Principle as well as the Vulgar, are covetous 
in Place, and-envious out of it, and between the different Mo- 
tives of Station and Diſappointment, lay Duty in the Scale 
that inclines moſt to either Intereſt or Reſentment. Jt is Re- 
1igion that muſt quality the dude Nations and Paſſions of the 
People for Obedience, ſoſten the rugged Spirits, and diſcipline 
«the jgnortnt, and by making Men be of one Mind in a King» 
dom, as well as in a Houle, bind Affection to the Ruler, and 
ſupport the Throne: But where Religion has not its Influence, 
Licentiouſneſs will ew its Malignity; and if God ſhou d 
permit a Legal Government to degenerate into Tyranny, fot 
the Correction of the People, or let looſe the Madneſs of the 
'Peaple, Waves that know no Bounds, for the :Puniſhment of 
of a Ruler, both may mutually claſh, till Deſtruction deter- 


Secowdly, the Caſe and Examples admoniſh, that the Art 
ol Government in the Britiſbß Conſtitution, lies nat in dark, 
and ſubtile Intrigues of State, deep Politicks, and Mac hiavel 
Principles; but in à fair — — of the Laws of 
the Land, enlarged, or limited by 'Parliaments, as the "_ 
2 2 | C 
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ick Good: requires; for if the Adminiſtration anſwers: the 
Rule, Obedience muſt rely on the Adminiſtration, and whilſt 
his regular Connexion is preſerved for the Direction beth of 
Sovereignty and Submiſſion, no Form of Government; leſs. than 
what is Divine, can equal it in Beauty; Order, and Safety: 
Hence the Voice of the People from their Repreſentatives con- 
gurring with. the juct and reaſonable Deſires of the King, his 
Neceſſities are ſupplied, and their Protection continued: Hence 
his ruling by Law gives a Readineſs to Demand, and makes 
Obedience a Pleaſure; for a mutual Confidence can only be 
eſtabliſn'd by a mutual Dependence on Integrity and Affection. 


But where the Rule is laid aſide, the Nation's Council re- 
_ Red; and Laws ſuperceded; oppreſſed Liberties will groan, 
and enſlaved Rights ſtruggle for Relief; and once the Bounds 
— of Duty are paſſed, and Ties of Relation broken; it is hard 

to determine, how far the Evil may be extended, or in what 
Shapes unfold its Contagion... Envy and Diſcontent will ever 
delight in troubled Waters, and when Opportunities are given 93 
them of ſetting their Engines at Work, they apply them, not 
as Remedies to- relieve. the diſtreſled, or quench the publick 
Fire, but to make their. private Advantage of the publick 

Wreck, and. plunder in the Fury of the Flames. 


_ | Thirdly, the whole Community is admoniſhed, when af- 
lected by any real Grievances, to attempt their Redreis by the 
moſt ſafe, mild, and dutiful. Methods, ſuitable to the Nature of 
Obedience, and Authority of Government; not to proceed 
with Arms and Violence, Tumults and Inſurrections; not to 
. propoſe. any. Terms injurious to the Dignity, or Safety of the F 
, Crown, but to accept of ſuch Satisfaction, as the Condition f 
the Times, and the Increaſe of greater Evils may perſuade : 
Had ſuch Conſiderations been properly attended to, the Ocea- | * 
ſion of our preſent Humiliation wou'd never have appear'd; | 
WH - Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, Brethten, Relations, Friends, Citizens, Coũntry- 
men wou'd not have ſet up Standard againſt Standard; oppoſ- 
ed Arm to Arm; ſheathed their Swords in each others BW. 
els, and deſiled the Land with its Native Blood; but more glo—ʒ 
riouſly have employ'd their Reſentment againſt the common 
Enemy, than their Sovereign's Life, and prevented that Stain 
of Ignominy, which it is a National Obligation to acknowledge. 


* 


Hence ariſes a Queſtion; What is-the Difference between 
the Rebellion and Revolution 2. Since we condemn the One, 
and-juſtity the Other, and upon the Principles of Religion, and 
Civil Obedience; whilſt we lament for the. Fate of the Father, 
fix our Happineſs in the Abdication of his Son? The Combi- ; 
nation of theſe two Caſes under one Idea, has been the Foun- L 
dation of ſome religious Miſtakes, as well as Political Errors, 
when they are really as diſtin& in their Nature and Circum-- 
ſtances, as the View of a Ship funk under the Power of a 
Tempeſt, and one drove on Rocks and Shoals, by the arbr- 
trary Will ot its Commander; : as diſtinct, as a Houſe ſet on 
Fire by malicious Incendiaries, and one enflam'd by the Mad- 
.nefs, or Paſſion of a Parent; to deſtroy all his- Children and 
conſume his Family; nay, as different as Sickneſs and Health, 
Deſtruction and Preſervation can poſſibly appeaa . 


The Rebellion overturn'd the whole National Conſtitution, 
the Revolution reſtored it to its original Form and Viꝑour; the 
one gave it a deadly Wound, the other heal-d all ats Sores; for 
Life and Religion, Laws and Liberty, Right and Property re- 
ceiv'd but a partial Aſſiſtance from the Reſtanration-; the Sug- 
ceſſion of King James, made new Work for their Completion; 
and, by his Miſcarriage and Male-adariniſtration, were brought 
into that Harbour, wliere, if our Sins prevent not, may be tor 
ever ſecure. e * 4 —— 8 
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The Revolution is then the-trac Aire A 


Liberty; the Pro. 
videmtial Guard e 
rity of the *Bftablifh'd Church ; has loſt us the image 
f three Nations femvſh'd with all human Bloflings, imk ing, 
ind ee wer d, in the of Meir Great Delwerer 


Wu UA „never wo be forgotten, whilſt Popery, Slay 
Arbitrary Power can be thought ont; "ar a Fro 


| TN Like Liberty of Conſcience defi reable Enjoyments. A 
FT which has furvived all invitlious 'Calumnics, and 


— A Civil Oaftor, onde thoupht poiſonons'to their natural 
_ KNomiſhmem ; and from the Calm of Parties, and Shame f 

-Oppoſttion, become an univerſal Signal of 'Gratitude. A Nie- 
mory, Which ever ought to give us a Senſe uf aur happy Si- 

tuntien under His Majeſty King Or oxcxE, whoſe Conduct guards 
The Rights of a free born People, and places Religion and 
Liberty ont of all Fear and Diſtruſt; whoſe Vigilance is our 
Security ; whoſe Safety our Peace, and the Preſervation-of his 
Family the Dependence of all Proteſtant Hopes. 


— 8 —— for Quilt pd near a Cen- 
ud of ſequence, produce Effects of a 
Nr Reformation, in — and reſtraining ſuch Im- 
pieties, as may call down Divine Wrath on the preſent Gene- 
ration; in perſuading and enforcing ſuch a dutiful Regard for 
God's Honour, Worſhip, and holy Commandments, as may 
engage his Favour, entitle us to his Mercies, and fecure his 
Protection. W s always are impending, where Obedi- 
"ence is neglected, and Sins prevail; and fince the Examples 
of former Ages are 1 for our Amendment, as well as 
Admonition ; we ſhou'd be cautious of being left the like un- 


happy Inſtanees to Poſterity, for their — and our 
Reproach. 


The 


blaſphemous Netaphors; 'brought over many Conworts to cele- 


I 
'. 


and Deſtruction of any People. 


[15] 
The Diſpenſations of provoked Providence have. ſhew'd 

themſelves in various Appearances, both at home and 

and how much higher they may proceed; or in What Shape 

next ſtrike Terror, it is our Wiſdom to fear, OY 

to prevent. 


Virtue can only countermine the- Arts of- Vice; Religi 
ſupplant the Snares of Sin, and Policies of the deceitful: 


Health, Plenty, Proſperity demand their Aſſiſtance; Succeſs, 


Victory, and Peace 3 on their Influence; for Righteouſ- 
neſs only exalteth a Nation, but — is both the * 


Which, that the Divine Grace may EO us al 
of, God grant, thro' Fans. Chrift our Lord. 


"0 o whom, Ge. 


FINTS. 


„ 


